
Critter Crew Membership Rules, Goals and Standards 

Making it the Best 

One of the goals of Critter Camp is to provide the best possible experience  
for you and those who visit the farm.   

RULES: 

1. Stay with Crew leader or Keep crew leader informed about what you are doing 

2. Respect for each other:  How do you show someone your respect? 
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
Treat animals as you would want to be treated.  

3. Checking in and out when coming/going - your parents must see the adult in charge, please 
Tell the supervisor when you are leaving.  Bikers, this is very important! 

4. Keeping a tidy barn, pick up after yourself, put things where they belong. 
Just like at home, school or any job, the success of a task is having the correct tool to use.  If 
you go to do a job, and the tool is missing, the job doesn't get done, and time is wasted.   

5. Nothing on the back desk - Where does personal belongings go? 
No hanging around at the back desk with a group, that is where guests are welcomed and the 
space is limited.  You can visit with friends while you are volunteering and while you are on 
break.  

6. Be safe and Understand and apply farm safety protocol:  
After working with poultry: Hands and Feet 
When feeding: Colored name tags - Red, Yellow Green 
Closing doors: Double latching gates 
Working with hay and straw: twine protocol for our barn is to fold it, knot it and throw it away. 

7. A word about water - If you don't want to drink it, why should they? Fresh means DUMP it! 
Where do we throw out water? Choose good places, don’t kill the flowers 

Knowledge: 

1. Recall animal information:  

a. Terminology such as buck, ram, ewe, doe, lamb, kid, whether.  
  We will have this information in print and displayed for you in the feed room and at our   
 Crew Corner.  You should commit these terms to memory.  

b. Classify and characterize birds and mammals, and ruminants vs. non-ruminants/mono gastric.  
  Know the basics about your farm animals and birds! 

c. Know your breeds 
  We will have this information posted in the feed room and at our Crew Corner to help you 
  review.  You should commit the breed names to memory for the animals we have here.    
 Try to be familiar with just a few breeds of poultry at least.  

d. Identify what an animal needs to have a comfortable existence: food, water, bedding.  
  Understand that our animals depend on us to provide these things.   



e. What does it eat? Know the correct food for each animal.  Pay attention during chore times.  
  Do not waste food; get the feed into the feeding container. 

f. Clarify correct handling of all animals 
 Review handling - young and old, halters, use of hands, do not use your feet.  
 Appropriately handle small animals: chicks, rabbits, adult chickens or ducks, goat kids on  
tether,  walking a dairy goat, restraining a lamb so others can touch it.....how are you  doing? 
You can always ask a staff member for help. 

 g. Illustrate the purpose of farm animals and crops in the larger agricultural picture.   
  What do humans use this animal for?  
  What’s the basic process to get from farm to plate? 

  

Critter Crew  
 If you see that our cows, horse, pony, donkey have escaped: Stay out of their way! Go into a   
building, run for the main gate by our house and close it to secure the farm!!! 

 6th graders and older: If you are a regular volunteer and are willing to accept the responsibility ,   
you may receive and Advanced Crew shirt and serve as a staff assistant 

 8th graders and older: You are invited to serve at our welcome desk. Email or contact Miss   
Mary about adding your name to the schedule. critterbarnfarm@gmail.com 

Your Reputation 
 A word about manners, Golden Rule, Kindness, Patience, Friendliness 
 Greeting guests - How do you handle greeting guests? 
  See people around the farm 
  Age groups: Parents and very young, Grandparents and grandchildren, elementary,   
 Jr.high kids, adults visiting with no children 
  How to handle sensitive situations, when a child has a disability or is very afraid? 
  No alligators 
  Teamwork 

DRESS CODE  and Critter Crew personal details  
Wear Critter Barn shirt  
 Do not CUT, Knot, Decorate or deface the Critter Barn Shirts 
Wear one of three types of apparel on the bottom: 
 Wear pants, crops or shorts 
 Solid black, khaki or Dark Jeans 
 NO holes  
 NO Patterns…Solid  
 Shorts must be modest and appropriate, at least 5" inseam or to your “fingertips” 
NO Gum while we are serving the public 
NO Cell phones while you are working 
 If you are expecting an important call, you may keep your cell phone in your personal belongings, 
 or give  it to the person at the welcome desk.   
Tennis shoes or work boots, no OPEN toes or Sandals  
 
Staff 
Heidi Norris, Josh Hall, Karrie Ybema, Mary Rottschafer, Jane Lowe, Nate Spek, Emily Mitchell, Brad 
Sall, Jessica Timmer, Jessica Meppelink, Emma Boss, Tessa Shumaker, Jana McKay, Kristi Warren....


